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Since graduating from North-
west College in 2013, alumnus 
David Rach has committed to 
helping others through what he 
knows best: science.
 From serving in the Peace 
Corps in West Africa to partici-
pating in one of the first rounds 
of COVID-19 trial vaccines, he 
continues to explore the ways in 
which he can put his knowledge 
of chemistry and biology to the 
test. Rach is currently a third 
year Ph.D. student in immunolo-
gy at the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore.
 “The thesis work I’m doing 
right now includes looking at 
how viral infections during a 
mom’s pregnancy changed the 
baby’s immune responses to 
common childhood diseases 
during the first year of life,” Rach 
explained.
 Rach, who began his science 
career at NWC, was unsure of 
his path post graduation. After 
struggling through calculus and 
chemistry in the spring, he re-
solved to do better the following 
semester. 
 “It’s not about getting 

knocked down,” Rach said. “The 
story is how you get back up 
and how you continue, despite 
everything that’s in the way.” 
 After majoring in natural 
resource biology at NWC, he 
transferred to the University of 
Wyoming, where he graduated 
in 2016 with degrees in micro-
biology and molecular biology. 
Unsure of what area of research 
he wanted to pursue and ready 
to give back to others, Rach 
decided to apply to serve in the 
U.S. Peace Corps.
 “As far as the application 
goes, I said they could send me 
anywhere. I didn’t care where 
in the world or which country—
wherever I was most needed 
was where I wanted to go,” Rach 
explained. 
 Placed in Ghana shortly after-
ward, he taught two years of 
biology and chemistry at a rural 
high school and was the only 
American on campus. Varied in 
numbers and ages, his class sizes 
ranged anywhere from four to 
60 students and an age range of 
14 to 21. 
 Rach also became involved 

by the virus, Rach wanted to help 
in any way he could to aid the de-
velopment of an effective vaccine.
 “They sent out an email univer-
sity wide, saying that the trial is 
starting up and they’re looking for 
volunteers,” he explained. “I had 
just happened to check my email 
and thought OK, this is something 
I could do to help and signed up 
right away.”
 Woken up bright and early by 
his cat the morning he was slated 
to receive the vaccine, Rach was 
the first volunteer in the door. 
 Early indications from Rach’s 
trial show that the vaccine works 
and seemed to be stimulating the 
growth of antibodies at higher 
rates in those who received the 

with secondary projects, collabo-
rating with Ghanaians who were 
teachers and community health 
workers who were focused on a 
malaria prevention and aware-
ness campaign. 
 “During that time, my interest 
in infectious disease kind of 
solidified,” he said. 
 Though Rach can recall plenty 
of memorable experiences from 
his time in Ghana, he said there 
are two that immediately spring 
to mind. 
 The first he recalls is sitting un-
der mango trees with friends to 
escape the humidity during the 
day and enjoying the breeze, fruit 
and conversation with others. 
 Equally as vivid, Rach often 
reflects on a time where his stu-
dents struggled to understand 
a specific concept in chemistry. 
Having been there himself only 
a few years ago, and also finding 
the concept challenging to un-
derstand when he was a student 

at NWC, Rach developed a new 
way of explaining the lesson by 
using a local hibiscus drink the 
students were familiar with as an 
example. 
 After teaching the lesson, and 
assisting his students as they 
worked through the concept in 
the lab that day, he noticed one 
student still struggling to under-
stand.
 “All the sudden, you see his 
face get super, super bright,” 
Rach said. “I knew at that 
moment, yes, he got it. I was so 
happy.” 
 After wrapping up his time 
with the Peace Corps in Ghana, 
Rach’s commitment to helping 
others didn’t stop. 
 In early May 2020, he agreed 
to be the first individual at 
the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore, to be injected with 
a COVID-19 trial vaccine. As 
someone who is healthy, and less 
likely to be negatively impacted 
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Leia Miller (Hamil) ´84
Leia Miller loved Northwest College, and felt it was 
a great start for her career in elementary education. 
Miller and her husband live in Manhattan, Montana. 
They have five acres and just finished lambing out 
20 ewes. In addition to sheep, they have ducks, a 
pony, rabbits, two dogs and a few others. She loves 
giving her kids a true farm experience. They have 3 
children named Maegan, Miles and Audrey.  Their 
youngest, Audrey, graduates from high school and 
will be going to Northwest College on a livestock 
judging scholarship. 

Terri Busch (Amodei) ´71
Terri Busch keeps busy with three 
grandkids including a 3-year-old 
grandson and 1- and 2-year-old 
granddaughters. She sends well 
wishes to her fellow alumni and 
feels Northwest College was a 
grand opportunity that was close to home. Busch 
thanks all the faculty and staff who supported her 
and her classmates.

Laura Schiller (Orwig) ´88 
and Jerry Schiller ´88
Laura and Jerry Schiller have two sons, Mark and 
Ryan, who are 24 and 21 years old. They remember 
their teachers from Northwest with great fondness. 
Laura still references Professor Giarrizzo, Banks, 
Thorpe and Fulton when she teaches polymer clay 
classes. Jerry especially appreciated the two faculty 
members, Steve and Gerald Smith, who were part 

of the engineering 
department.  
Laura is an artist, 
and Jerry is an 
engineer. They met 
at Northwest and 
have been together 
ever since. Next 
year will be their 30th anniversary. 
 Jerry works for a company called NEI in the 
Denver Metro area. Laura is a self-employed 
polymer clay/eggshell artist.  She feels blessed with 
many accomplishments in her work over the years 
including the 33rd Commemorative egg for the First 
Lady and magazine articles in PolymerCAFE and Art 
of the Eggshell. 

Sarah Reep ´16
Sarah Reep graduated from the University of 
Wyoming in May 2020 and got a job working for  
T. Rowe Price a week after graduation.

Amanda Hall ´07
Amanda Hall just finished her master’s in library 
and information science with a concentration in 
archives.

Lindsay Linton Buk ´10
Lindsay Linton Buk continues to 
operate her commercial portrait 
studio, Linton Productions, in 
Jackson, Wyoming. Women 
in Wyoming, a documentary 
portrait and interview project 
she created to highlight bold, 
strong and impactful women in 
the state of Wyoming is currently 
on view at the University of 
Wyoming Art Museum in Laramie until July 2021. She’s 
a new mother to her son, Hank Alexander Buk, born 
December 2019.

Scott Chanthongthip ´17
Scott Chanthongthip is currently in 
his first year of medical school. He 
feels Northwest College opened 
many doors for him. He encourages 
others to keep working hard and the 
possibilities will be limitless.

Sasha Koltes (Gould) ´13
Sasha Koltes is a Park 6 substitute 
teacher and loves it. She is racing 
her life-size hot wheel in SCCA 
events and painting rocks for her 

“Wyo Rocks!” Facebook page to spread love of 
Wyoming. Koltes thanks Northwest for where she 
is today.

Aylan Krebsbach
(Metcalf) ´00
Aylan Krebsbach is celebrating her 
fourth anniversary as an RN.

Megan Marten-Haworth ´95
The State of Washington 
through the Washington 
State Arts Commission has 
purchased one of Megan 
Marten-Haworth’s paintings, 
titled “Pegasus Dreams,” 
through the Art in Public Places 
Program. Her painting will be installed at Ridgeview 
Elementary School in Yakima, Washington. She notes 
that it’s an honor to be curated into this collection.

James Barela ´91
BLu7music is the home of 
EVI player and jazz musician 
James Barela. Based in Denver, 
Colorado, he has performed 
with many of the biggest names 
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vaccine compared to patients who 
were hospitalized.
 Though vaccine trials continue 
to be conducted throughout the 
country, Rach is both optimistic 
and pleased he was able to speed 
up the process by volunteering. 
 As he reflects on his time at 
NWC, he described the one-on-
one relationships with faculty he 
created in the moments chatting 
after class and during office hours 
as a major determining factor in 
the academic path he’s pursued. 
 “If you take advantage of those 
opportunities, you can learn a 
lot,” he said.
 Rach is set to graduate in the 
next couple years and continues 
to explore his career options. 
 He also expressed that he could 
see himself happy researching, 
teaching or potentially conducting 
government/industry research. 
 “I know one of the driving 
things I want to do is make an 
impact by helping others. It’s my 
guiding principle.”



(continued)
in jazz and pop music. Barela currently per-
forms with his group ranging in size from a duo 
to big band as well as freelances with many of 
the top groups in the area and the world.

Eryka Spomer ´20
Eryka Spomer is a graphic 
designer at Kilpatrick Creations  
in Sheridan, Wyoming.

Marik Burghs (Turbes) ´80
Marik Burghs worked for 30 years in graphic 
design, marketing, publishing and business 
writing. She retired from freelancing and 
started a small independent publishing 
company in 2011 called Mess of Geckos. The 
company has published or is in the process 
of publishing over 30 books. Burghs wears 
many hats as editor, publisher, web designer 
and developer, and graphic designer. She also 
writes and is a published author. Currently, 
she is incorporating her business and redoing 
the branding. She gives credit and thanks to 
his instructors at Northwest for giving her a 
foundation in the skills that were important 
when she was working for other companies in 
Wyoming and the San Francisco Bay area.  She 

feels that the teachers who taught her the most 
were John Banks, Ken Fulton, John Giarrizzo 
and Rob Koelling. She feels fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to work with them. 

Nancy Cassell ´75
Nancy Cassell retired May 1, 2020  
from office management.

Tracy Menzel-Ortiviz ´08
Tracy Menzel-Ortiviz feels blessed to be 
working in ministry at New Life Fellowship in 
Del Norte, Colorado. She runs the media team, 
does the bulletin, ministers to young people 
and runs the prayer chain. Menzel-Ortiviz 
thanks Northwest for equipping her to do this 
work for the honor and glory of God. She plans 
on going back to school to get her bachelor’s as 
a paralegal.

Tim Goggins ´81
Tim Goggins has been painting 
and airbrushing classic cars for 25 
years. He has his own business in 
Molt, Montana, and had some of 
the best times of his life at NWC.

Peter Korin ´98
Peter Korin, MHP, LMSW, LICSW 
retired in 2019 from a long career 
of working with the State of 
Washington as a regional programs 
administrator and relocated to the 
state of Michigan to begin a new chapter in his 
life as a private psychotherapist. The change 
brings Korin closer to his family and gets him 
away from the hustle and bustle of big cities. 

Bob Baldwin ´77
Bob Baldwin spent the last 20 
years in Katy, Texas. He is the 
president of CNG 4 America 
and has five compressed 
natural gas stations. He also 
writes software and consults 
for his software company. 
He’s been married for 40 years. His wife enjoys 
helping people stay healthy as a master herbalist 
and has a hobby of making custom greeting 
cards. Baldwin later joined the Civil Air Patrol, 
where he is the squadron commander. He is 
active in his church as a Bible study leader, and 
he plays guitar in the worship band.

Charles (Rick) Labernz ´67
After graduating from NWC, Charles Labernz 
served in the military. He worked for a utility 
company as cable splicer for 38 years and 
retired in 2000. Labernz is married and has 
three children, four grandchildren and four 
great grandchildren. He loved Wyoming and all 
its beauty.
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Kacey Wyrick (’13) started photography in 
high school and quickly fell in love with the 
art of capturing moments. She grew up in 
a small Montana ranching town, and is now 
chasing the dream in the big city of Minnesota. 
Following college she started her career by 
contracting as a commercial photographer 
for General Mills. After 5 years she found a 
new love in wedding photography. She has 
expanded her business into a small team, 
shooting an average of 35 weddings a year 
while still doing some commercial work when 
she can. She has two associate shooters, an 
editor, and an assistant.
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