
Growing up in Joliet, Montana, Northwest College alumna 
ShayLe Stewart considers home to be where God blessed her 
with some of the best summer pastures, an abundance of family 
memories, and an everlasting supply of rhubarb pie. Today, 
Stewart and her husband, who is also an NWC alumnus, live in 
Cody, where they run a SimAngus seed-stock operation for the 
Big County Genetics Bull Sale. In August 2019, she accepted the 
position of Livestock Market Analysis for DTN/Progressive Farm-
er and feels as though she’s found her dream job.

How did you discover your interest in agriculture?

I never doubted my loved for agriculture, but it wasn’t until I 
went to NWC that I found the opportunities that were available 
within the industry. When I graduated high school, my view 
on the world was quite unexperienced; and to be truthful, I 
thought that unless you wanted to be an ag teacher, veterinari-
an, or agronomist, your chances of finding a job in the ag sector 
were slim. But once I became active in livestock judging, took 
various ag classes, and found a friend group that was interested 
in the same goals and future that I was, the horizon broadened, 
and opportunities seemed to flourish.

How did you know Northwest College was a good fit for you?

There were three main things that sold me on NWC: first, I knew 
that it was an ag based school. Second, from the first time I met 
Quin (NWC ag pavilion and judging coordinator), I trusted him 

and was excited about the livestock judging program. Third, it’s 
affordable. When choosing where you’re going to go to school, 
there are so many factors that you have to weigh. Make sure 
that you prioritize what’s more important to you and stay true 
to your heart’s desires through the process.

What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever received?

The best advice I ever received was from my high school ag 
teacher who said, “don’t let school get in the way of your educa-
tion.” There’s no doubt that education offers opportunities, but 
it’s also true that the beaten path doesn’t work for everyone. I 
don’t believe that he was just talking about education though; 
but rather, life in general. It’s important that you stay true to 
yourself and chase whatever your heart yearns for. It doesn’t 
matter what you do, but whatever you do, do it all the way.

What do you remember most vividly about your NWC experience?

I loved the people at NWC! The teachers were phenomenal and I 
gained friendships that will last for a lifetime!

What advice do you have for current students?

Life isn’t easy, but if you’re chasing your calling, it makes things 
more sensible. If you don’t know where you belong or what 
your passions are, get involved, try new things, and go new 
places. Life has a beautiful way of mapping out your destination 
without you even knowing it. 

ShayLe Stewart ´19

To read the full Q&A or 
other stories like ShayLe’s —
nwc.edu/WeAreNWC
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Brandi Dearcorn ´99 and ´09
Bo Dearcorn, son of Casey and Brandi Dearcorn, has 
recently signed his letter of intent to wrestle for 

Northwest College. Both 
Casey and Brandi are 
alumni of Northwest, 
and Casey currently 
works for Northwest 
College as the Director 
of Computing Services. 
While wrestling for 
Northwest, Bo will also 
be pursuing a degree in 
civil engineering. 

Vanessa Petersen ´18
I’ve found my way from Powell, 
Wyoming, to northern Montana! 
I’m working at the Great Falls Pre 
Release and Transition Center as 
a Correctional Officer. I wouldn’t 
have been able to follow my dreams 
and get into my dream career field 
without everything I learned at NWC.

Amber Armstrong ´12
I met my husband of 5 years, Christopher, 
at Northwest and we graduated together.  
We just had our second child, a girl, on 
Jan. 23, 2020.

Rusty Bradshaw ´77
A second book written by Rusty Bradshaw, 
a former Wyoming resident and Northwest 
College alumnus, is now available for 
purchase. “Moist on the Mountain” was 
completed by Page Publishing and was 
available for purchase in October. Bradshaw 
attended Northwest 1975-77. While at the 
college, he worked on the Northwest Trail, 
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�azz Night with NWC and MSUB Alumni May 21 Craft Local – Billings nwcollegefoundation.org/jazz

Alumni Car Show July 11 NWC Campus  nwcollegefoundation.org/car

NWC Alumni Day at the Mustangs Game July 19 Dehler Park, Billings nwcollegefoundation.org/baseball

Paint the Town Red August 21  Downtown Powell nwc.edu/red

the student newspaper, and was 
a member of the Trapper Track 
and Field team in 1976 as a javelin 
thrower. Following his graduation 
with a junior college certificate, 
Bradshaw won three awards for 
his Northwest Trail writing at 
the Rocky Mountain Collegiate 
Press Association convention. 
This is the second book published 
by Bradshaw. The first, “The 
Rehabilitation of Miss Little,” was 
published in 2018.

We want to know what you’re up to!
To submit your class note —

nwcollegefoundation.org/alumni
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On the Cover
For commercial photographer Roy 
Nelson, 2018 NWC alum, nothing beats 
the satisfaction that comes from 
turning a vision into a photographic 
reality. The entire process from 
start to finish is not only captivating 
for him but also fulfilling. Whether 
an ad campaign for Coca Cola or a 
promotional brochure for the local 
baker, he will create any vision to the 
highest quality.
www.roynelsonphoto.com
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eSports Team Coming
According to a recent Nielson report, 
71% of people (male and female) 
between ages 10-20 identify gaming 
as their primary interest. Competitive 
gaming teams are taking the country 
by storm. Northwest College Athlet-
ics is taking advantage of this trend 
to launch an eSports team and help 
drive student recruitment opportuni-
ties for NWC.
 An eSports program promotes 
qualities similar to other sports 
including communication, collabo-
ration, planning and execution. It 
also fosters STEM-type learning that 
connects to curricular programs.
 The Northwest College Founda-
tion granted $15,000 to help NWC 
purchase equipment and kick off 
an eSports team. TCT, a regional 
communications company, has also 
dedicated nearly $75,000 for inter-
net, team support and scholarships 
over the next three years.

NWC will soon offer CDL program
Individuals interested in earning their 

Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) 
will soon be able to do so through 
the Northwest College Center for 
Training and Development.
 This new non-credit program, 
established through a partnership 
with Eastern Wyoming College in 
Torrington and Laramie County 
Community College in Cheyenne, will 
build on the state’s Wyoming Works 
Program, which was adopted in 
2019.  Students enrolled in Northwest 
College’s program will learn skills 
needed to obtain their CDL with an 
instructor on the road and in the Cen-
ter for Training and Development’s 
simulator, a 24-foot, enclosed mobile 
classroom.

Aspen Institute names NWC
The Aspen Institute College Excel-
lence Program and the Siemens Foun-
dation recently named Northwest 
College eligible for the 2020-2021 
Excellence and Equity in Community 
College STEM Award.
 The Excellence and Equity in Com-
munity College STEM Award aims to 

highlight exceptional community col-
lege programs that prepare diverse 
students for jobs in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math (STEM) 
fields. Only 20% of all community 
colleges were invited to apply, and 
those that win are awarded $50,000 
to go toward program enhancement 
and student scholarships.

New RN program in Cody
In the spring 2020 semester, North-
west College launched a Registered 
Nurse (RN) Program at the Cody Cen-
ter. The program uses online delivery 
for the four core nursing courses, and 
students attend in-person for lab at 
the Cody Center, as well as for clinical 
experiences that take place through-
out the region at various healthcare 
facilities. The clinical experiences and 
lab are scheduled in the evening and 
on the weekends to support working 
individuals and families. This hybrid 
delivery supports the demographics 
of the NWC service area where work-
ing nontraditional students are rais-
ing children and would like to start 
their journey to a nursing career.

To stay up to date on news 
and events at Northwest —
nwc.edu/News


